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less than the clearness and concision with which they are enunciated.
Bacon had found a vehicle for the definite and lucid exposition of
what is a main element in fiction. He did not take typical characters
and anatomize them ; but his method points to the results of such
analysis ; and the character-writers, who went to work in a like
methodical way, showed future novelists the need for the sifting
and classifying of human qualities and motives in any reasonable
interpretation of life.
This was one invaluable service for the benefit of other writers Hts
than essayists. A further and perhaps a greater service was to have Cample to
introduced a new model of prose. The style of his first ten essays °™f .
is terse and bare to the point of obscurity. But, having realized that^.^
he had begun a work which was worth doing, he took more pains
with form and composition as he went on. He never abandoned the
oracular manner. All his essays are full of compact aphorisms. He
did not write to charm or persuade, but to set down in memorable
phrases the truths that were the result of experience and reflection.
And in their final shape his essays are as notable for their masterly
style as the more stately passages in The Advancement of Learning
are for their eloquence. Without detriment to the poetic qualities
of prose, qualities to which an undue and delusive attention was
paid by self-conscious young men of letters, he eschewed euphuism
and romantic rhetoric, together with the wordy antics of the writers
who scoffed at euphuism and would outgo it in their own way.
Bacon gave prose the virtue of orderliness. His style was pointed,
racy, flexible, good at both the epigram and the clinching illustra-
tion. He could be homely, he could write with majesty. His was
the most satisfactory implement for the handling of both actualities
and thought that had yet been forged. Those who followed him did
not all, however, accept forthwith the new canon of prose. But
at any rate they had it in front of them as a model of prose that
made no pretence at being anything else, and the new standard
of orderliness and suitability was effective in curbing the worst
extravagances.
Two writers whose collections of essays appeared between Bacon's Other
first and second editions are worth a passing mention.   Sir William
Cornwallis published a volume of Essayes (1600) dealing with
wider range of topics than Bacon's, but without the same penetration.

